
St Joseph’s 
Catholic 
Academy 
“TOGETHER WE GROW IN GOD'S 

LOVE, LEARNING TO BE THE 
BEST WE CAN BE”.



Welcome to Year 3

Teachers: 

❖Ms Yu

Teaching Assistants: 

❖Mrs Rojas

❖Mrs Aileen Lacey



About me… Ms. Yu

Welcome!

I have been teaching for five years in Hong Kong. This is my first-year teaching as a class 
teacher at St Joseph’s.

I am passionate about helping children develop in a well-rounded way. We strive for 
academic improvement and character development.

I believe in building positive, supportive relationships with parents.

My aim is to make learning fun, engaging, and meaningful.

Love reading, spending time in nature, playing music, and doing arts and crafts.



Parent – Teacher partnership 

Child

Parent
s

Teachers

Success

You have made a positive choice in sending your child to St. 

Joseph’s. Our commitment is to promote excellent learning and 

behaviour. 

For your child to reach their full potential we need to work together.

Communication, consistency, collaboration.

This might mean:

∙ supporting the school in managing your child’s behaviour.

∙ set a good example and promote positive behaviour at home.

∙ keep us informed of behaviour difficulties your child may be

experiencing at home.

∙ inform the school of any kind of trauma which may affect your

child’s mental health at school.

∙ Contact the class teacher if you feel that your child’s behaviour, in

or out of school, is impacting on your child’s emotional well-being.



Attendance and Punctuality 
❖Good attendance at school is proven to be significantly linked to progress. 

❖Gate opens at 8.45 and we finish at 3.15

❖Soft start – activities focused on individual or class targets

❖Registration is between 8:45 and 9:00

❖Illnesses – informing school on the days of absence

❖Attendance policy – leave of absence.



Year 3 is important because…

❖First year of Key Stage 2 – a big step in your child’s learning journey

❖Increased independence – children take more responsibility for their learning

❖Big progress in reading and writing – confidence often grows significantly

❖Spelling development – building confidence by using their phonics through the 
ESSENTIALspelling program

❖Maths focus – building their thinking skills by exploring different ways to solve problems

❖Times Table Rockstars –to support quick recall of multiplication facts

❖Exciting topics to explore!



Year 3 Curriculum topics



Topic half 
term 
overview

You can find a topic overview on 

your class webpage as well as 

other helpful documents/links.



Classroom 
routines

Please ensure your child has a full water bottle and snacks for 
both the morning and afternoon each day.

Monday – swimming (3 weeks)

Monday –PE.

Friday – Home reading book returned and changed.

Wednesday - forest school – Wellies can be kept in school. 
Please wear school top and navy joggers/leggings to school.



Phonics 
& Spelling

Phase 6



English –
text based 
curriculum 



English

❖Writing is taught with a book based 
approach to make it exciting and engaging. 

❖This half term we will be focusing on 
extended stories, Character descriptions 
and explanation texts these will be linked 
with our Ancient Greece topic. 

❖Reading is taught through shared and 
guided reading and individual reading. 

❖Your child will read at least once a week 
with an adult. 



Maths 
❖We teach Maths using a maths mastery approach.

❖We will use concrete, pictorial and abstract methods to help the children develop 

a deep understanding of mathematical concepts. 

❖Maths will be taught using a combination of whole class adult input, adult led 

group activities and problem solving. We will continue to develop maths skills by 

using concrete resources, pictorial and abstract.

❖This half term we will focus on: addition and subtraction, place value. 



RE
❖We teach RE for 10% of our timetable.

❖We carry out a daily act of worship in class or during our whole school assemblies. 

❖We also include a morning, lunch and end of day prayer in our daily routine. 

❖Termly liturgies will be taking place this year. The children will be inviting parent to join 

these.

❖This half term our topics are, Homes and Promises.



How can you help your child? 
Home learning.

❖Listen to your child read every day for at least 15 minutes

❖Read and share books together to develop a love for reading and discussion

❖Challenge them with daily maths questions – make it fun and practical (e.g., 

while cooking or shopping)

❖Talk about their learning – ask what they enjoyed or found tricky each day



Reading 

Read 15 minutes every day with your adult.

Listen to stories read by others.

Maths 

2Dos on purple mash – set every Friday. 

And/or 

Practice number bonds to ten

Timetables 

Challenge them with daily maths questions – make it fun 

and practical (e.g., while cooking or shopping)

Spelling – Challenges

Practice the ai, ay, a-e, eigh words from Y3/4 statutory 

word list.

English – Create a dairy entry with senses

Create a dairy entry about your favourite book 

character. 

Remember you need to use adjectives, commas and the 

conjunctions ‘and / but / because’

Show not tell example: 

I am tired → My legs ached, my arms burned

The maze was dark and cold →

Cold air curled around my ankles as I crept forward.

Year 3

Autumn 1 – Greek Myths

History – Create a Short Story

Write a short story (5–10 sentences) about a day in the 

life of a child in Ancient Greece. Include details like: 

What kind of clothes they wear? What they eat? What 

they learn at schoolWhat games they play? What their 

home is like

Parents can help by asking questions and writing 

down ideas.

Or

Draw a Picture

Draw a picture of an Ancient Greek home, market, or 

school. Label the parts of your picture with words like: 

“temple,”  “bread,”  “clothing,”  “games,” etc.

Parents can help with spelling and finding examples 

online or in books.
RE – Retell the first creation story

Re-read the first creation story (Genius 1:1-2:4) or Retell 

it in your own way. You could:

-Act it out with toys

-Draw it as a story map or comic strip

-Verbally retell it and record yourself

-Write the story or a prayer inspired by the story.

Art – Make a sculpture inspired by Ancient Greek tools 

or objects

With the help of a parent or carer, use materials you 

have at home to create a small 3D sculpture. It can be 

something from the Ancient Greek period — such as a 

tool, an animal, a person, a building, or even something 

from your imagination!

Science – Making Shadows

You will need: a flashlight (or torch), a small toy or 

object, and a wall or blank surface. In a dark room, shine 

the flashlight on the toy and make it stand between the 

light and the wall. Watch the shadow the toy makes on 

the wall. Move the toy closer to and farther from the wall. 

What happens to the shadow?

Draw a picture of your shadow and write one sentence 

about what you noticed.



Why is it so important to read with 
your child?

❖Reading for pleasure is the single biggest indicator of a child’s future success – more than their family circumstances, their parents’ 
educational background or their income.

-organisation for Economic Co-Operation and Development 

❖Students are less able to learn other curricula if they do not develop sufficient reading skills by the middle of primary school.

- [DfE (2016) DfE strategy 2015-20: World-class education and care p.24]

❖Children who read books often at age 10 and more than once a week at age 16 gain higher results in maths, vocabulary and spelling tests 
at age 16 than those who read less regularly.

-OECD (2010) PISA 2009 Results: Learning to Learn: Student Engagement, Strategies and Practices p. 32-4]

❖Participation in shared reading groups is linked to enhanced relaxation, calmness, concentration, quality of life, confidence and self-
esteem, as well as feelings of shared community and common purpose

-[Longden E., Davis P., Billington J., et al (2015) Shared Reading: Assessing the intrinsic value of a literature-based intervention Medical Humanities, 41 (2), pp. 113-20]

❖Studies have found that reading for pleasure enhances empathy, understanding of the self, and the ability to understand one's own and 
others' identities. 

❖Studies have shown that those who read for pleasure have higher levels of self-esteem and a greater ability to cope with difficult 
situations. Reading for pleasure was also associated with better sleeping patterns 

[Billington, J, (2015)Reading between the Lines: the Benefits of Reading for Pleasure Quick Reads University of Liverpool]

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/508421/DfE-strategy-narrative.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/508421/DfE-strategy-narrative.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/508421/DfE-strategy-narrative.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/508421/DfE-strategy-narrative.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/508421/DfE-strategy-narrative.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/pisa/pisaproducts/48852630.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/pisa/pisaproducts/48852630.pdf
https://mh.bmj.com/content/41/2/113
https://mh.bmj.com/content/41/2/113
https://mh.bmj.com/content/41/2/113
http://manuscritdepot.com/documentspdf/Galaxy-Quick-Reads-Report-FINAL%20.pdf


School 
website 

Our class page will be 

updated throughout the 

year with pictures, letters 

and information. 



Communication

❖If appropriate some messages can be given on the gate at drop off or collection time.

❖Please feel free to email the office and I will call you or email back as soon as possible.  

❖Instagram – the office will update our school Instagram with messages, reminders and any 

useful information. 

❖Newsletters/news bulletin –biweekly newsletters will keep you up to date with upcoming 

events and will also give you a snapshot of what has been happening in school. 

❖Weekly Blogs – see next page



Stay Connected with Seesaw

Keep up to date with your child’s learning through 
Seesaw

A weekly blog will be posted every Friday, sharing:

◦ What your child has been learning that week

◦ Ideas for things you can discuss or practise at home

Make sure you’ve linked to your child’s new class using 
the updated login

◦ Logins have already been sent home – let me know if you 
need another copy

Children will receive their own student logins later this 
half term so they can upload work from home

Weekly Blog 



Any 
questions?
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